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uJ  REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

/<  


Washington,  D.  C.,  August  28,  1918. 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I have  the  honor  to 
— submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1918,  together  with  a statement  of  the  assessed 
value  of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  and  certain 
suggestions  and  recommendations  looking  toward  the  improvement 
of  the  service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  September  1,  1916,  provides  that 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed  every  two 
years.  The  assessment  beginning  July  1,  1917,  i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal 
year  1918,  is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $209,  377,  939.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 200,  795,  670. 00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 


bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918 410, 173,  609.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  Washington 
City  and  County 6, 152,  604. 14 


For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $207, 355,  359. 00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 194,  743,  873.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum 

bia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917 402,  099,  232.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917,  Washington-"  =---  — : 

iP  City  and  County 6,  031, 488.  48 

v\^Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917 1,  371,  374.  91 


Total  real  estate  and  personal  tax. 


7,  402,  863.  39 


Personal-tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918. 


Personal  property  at  1J  per  cent $647, 105.  04 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 25,  771.  29 

^Idncoiporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  less  interest 

paid  depositors 21,572.72 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 88,  039.  95 

. Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 79,  550.  78 

- Gaslight  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 84,  694.  41 

v National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 148,  625.  42 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 168,  679. 17 

Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 217,  276.  74 

< Washington  Market  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from  conduits. . 502.  88 

j Georgetown  Barge  & Dock,  Elevator  & Railway  Co.,  5 per  cent  on 
H gross  earnings 468.  59 


Total. . . 
86168—18 


1,482,  286.  99 
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Increase  of  1918  over  1917  personal-tax  levy  (tangible) $110,  912.  08 

Intangible  personal  property  tax,  1918,  rate  three-tenths  of  1 per 

cent - 890,  779.  39 

Grand  total,  tangible  and  intangible 2,  373,  066.  38 


Number  of  accounts,  tangible  only 7,  496.  00 

Number  of  accounts,  intangible  only 7,  974.  00 

Number  of  accounts  having  both  classes 15,  816.  00 


Grand  total  of  accounts 31,  286.  00 

Summary  of  new  buildings  and  additions,  improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year 
1918  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1919. 

New  buildings. $10,  479,  550.  00 

Additions  and  improvements 2,  077,  300.  00 

Gas  mains,  conduits,  railways,  etc 104,  070.  00 


Total 12,  660,  920.  00 

Off....... 117,200.00 


Remaining  assessment 12,  543,  720.  00 

Value  of  buildings  exempt  from  taxation. 

United  States $5,  999,  800.  00 

District  of  Columbia 99,  600.  00 

Churches,  schools,  etc 230, 100.  00 


Total 6,  329,  500.  00 


Recapitulation. 

Remaining  assessment $12,  543,  720.  00 

Exempt  from  taxation 6,  329,  500.  00 


Net  assessment  (taxable) 6,  214,  220.  00 

Number  of  new  buildings. 

Brick 741 

Frame 285 

Metal,  concrete,  etc 413 


Total 1,439 

Number  of  buildings  removed 133 


Increase  in  number  of  buildings 1,  306 


Comparison  of  annual  assessment  of  improvements  for  the  fiscal  years  1904  to  1918, 

inclusive. 


Year. 

Assess- 
ment of 
new  build- 
ings. 

Additions 

and 

improve- 

ments. 

Conduits, 

railroads, 

etc. 

Total. 

Off. 

Remain- 

ing. 

Exempt. 

Net  as- 
sessment 
(taxable). 

1904 

$5,761,600 

$1,008, 500 

$127,945 

$6,898,045 

$320,345 

$6, 577, 700 

$1,917,800 

$4, 659, 900 

1905 

5,983, 100 

1,153,000 

12,300 

7, 148, 400 

339, 500 

6,808,900 

1,214,700 

5,594, 200 

1906 

4, 606, 500 

847,900 

73,346 

5,527, 746 

305, 800 

5,221,946 

259,900 

4,962,046 

1907 

13,331,000 

816,042 

108,642 

14, 255, 684 

386, 800 

13, 868, 884 

5,166,000 

8,702.884 

1908 

6, 609, 900 

594,500 

1,283,471 

8, 487, 871 

294, 900 

8,192,971 

243, 800 

7,949,171 

1909 

6, 601, 500 

651,100 

1,281,670 

8,534,270 

552,900 

7,981,370 

418,200 

7,563,170 

1910 

11,391,500 

638, 200 

171,707 

12,201,407 

221,300 

11,980,107 

3,693,600 

8, 286, 507 

1911 

10, 136, 400 

2, 076, 500 

165, 710 

12,376,110 

296, 200 

12,079;  910 

1,306,200 

10, 773, 710 

1912 

8,603,600 

i 1,483,000 

150, 660 

10, 237, 260 

589, 500 

9, 647, 760 

945, 100 

8, 702, 660 

1913 

8,293,250 

2,032,700 

179, 550 

10,505,500 

419,550 

10,085,950 

603,600 

9, 482.350 

1914 

6,625.350 

1,971,050 

154,412 

8, 750, 812 

321, 100 

8, 429, 712 

1,117,200 

7,312,512 

1915 

7,566,500 

1,148,500 

51,769 

8,766,769 

77S, 900 

7,987,869 

2, 405, 600 

5,582, 269 

1916 

8, 490, 400 

813, 400 

123, 010 

9.426,810 

159, 000 

9.267,810 

3.320,700 

5,947,110 

1917 

7, 191, 550 

| .1,418,400 

133,044 

8.  742, 994 

586, 700 

8, 156, 294 

762, 200 

7,394,094 

1918 

9, 825, 100 

| 1, 583, 700 

10',  408,  S00 

280, 200 

10,128.600 

2, 394'.  200 

8.734,400 
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Assessments  of  land  and  improvements , District  of  Columbia,  from  1889  to  1918,  in- 
clusive, as  shoivn  in  yearly  reports. 


Year. 

Land. 

Improve- 

ments. 

Total. 

1889  

i $56,585,903 
76,714, 819 

$58, 899, 450 
60,901,600 

$115,485,353 

1890  

137,626,419 

141,609,891 

1891  . 

76,561,141 

65, 049, 750 

69. 010. 250 

71.096.250 
78, 587, 421 

1892.  . 

76,441,028 

145,481,278 

1893 

75,928,026 
112,830,383  ! 
112,616,575 
107,953,010 
104,719,983  i 
102,955,859 
102,901,846  1 
98, 836, 663 
98,881,576 

147, 021,276 

1894 

191,417,804 
192,555,046 
! 188,922,343 

1895  

79,938,471 
80,969,333 
75  656, 925 
78,300, 425 

1896  . 

1897  

; 180,376,908 

181,256,284 

1898  

1899 

80,254,525 
77, 730, 886 

183,156, 371 

1900 

i 176,567,549 
! 180,334,641 

182, 525, 608 

1901 .• 

80, 470, 235 
83,945,044 

1902  

98, 580, 564 

1903  i 

1904  

1905  

119,129.061 
| 119, 068',  238 
, 118,912,580 

89, 390,375 
94,182,180 
98,695,716 

208, 519, 436 
! 213, 250, 418 

| 217,608,296 

| 239,461,985 

1906 

136  843  419 

102,618,566 
110, 532, 095 

1907 

136, 774, 399 

247,306, 494 
255, 324, 834 

137,200,589 
151,887, 660 

118, 124,245 

1909 

125, 683, 292 
133,441,805 

277,570,952 
285, 153, 771 

1910 

151,711,966 

151,616,821 

1911  

143, 150, 726 
160,674,006 
170,045,005 
175,912,045 
182, 029, 784 
187,035,999 
194, 743, 873 

294, 767, 547 

1912 : 

169,648,481 
169,153,985 
169,212.099 
208, 2791 494 
207,173,905 
207,355,359 
209,377,939 

330,322,437 
339, 198,990 
345,124,144 

1913 

1914 

1915 

390,309, 278 
394,209,904 
402, 099, 232 
410,173,609 

1 

1916 

1917 

1918 

200, 795, 670 

The  amount  of  special  assessment  work  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special  assess- 
ments levied  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1918.  The  number  of 
notices  served  during  the  year  was  7,836. 

The  assessments  for  sidewalks,  curbing,  and  alleys  are  levied  under 
the  act  of  August  7,  1894;  assessments  for  street  extensions  under 
various  special  acts,  and  public  act  No.  435,  approved  March  4,  1913; 
assessments  for  alleys  and  minor  streets  under  section  1608  et  seq. 
of  the  Code  of  Law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  act  of  March  2, 
1907 ; assessments  for  small  parks  under  public  act  No.  435,  approved 
March  4,  1913,  act  approved  July  21,  1914,  and  the  sundry  civil  act 
approved  August  1,  1914.  The  assessments  of  roadways  are  levied 
under  the  act  of  July  21,  1914,  and  public  act  No.  250,  approved 
September  1,  1916. 

Assessment  and  permit  work $167,  749.  78 

Paving  roadways . . . 45,  973.  79 

-r— $213,  723.  57 

Assessments  levied  by  juries: 

Street  extensions 22, 104.  66 

Opening  alleys  and  minor  streets 10,  308.  59 

Small  parks 1,  526.  48 

33,  939.  73 

Total 247,  663.  30 


PERSONAL  TAX  ASSESSMENTS. 

The  personal  tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1918  had  a grand  total  of 
$2,373,066.37  and  this  was  derived  from  three  different  sources  of 
wealth.  First,  an  amount  derived  from  a levy  of  1J  per  cent  on 
household  furniture  (above  $1,000  value),  merchandise,,  jewelry, 
boats,  vehicles,  horses,  etc.,  or  what  is  commonly  known  as  tangible 
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personal  property.  This  tax  was  nearly  two-thirds  of  a million. 
The  second  source  is  from  a tax  on  the  gross  earnings  of  banks,  trust 
companies,  and  public  service  corporations,  this  tax  amounting  to  a 
little  over  $800,000.  The  third  source  is  from  the  tax  on  moneys  and 
credits,  including  moneys  loaned  and  invested,  bonds  and  shares  of 
stock,  or  what  is  generally  known  as  intangible  personal  property. 

The  first  two  sources  are  from  taxes  levied  under  the  act  of  July 
1,  1902,  and  since  the  passage  of  the  act  the  amount  of  revenue  from 
the  first  source  has  increased  to  three  times  the  first  assessment, 
while  the  amount  from  the.  second  source  has  more  than  doubled  the 
first  tax.  The  third  source  is  from  a tax  under  the  act  of  September 
1,  1916,  which  was  an  amendment  to  the  personal  tax  law  of  1902. 
The  first  collection  under  this  amendment  was  made  in  May,  1918, 
the  amount  of  tax  being  a little  over  $890,000.  This  amount  will 
be  reduced  to  about  $850,000,  by  reason  of  the  elimination  of  certain 
amounts  returned  that  are  deemed  to  be  exempt  from  assessment. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  September  1,  1916,  this  office  has 
sought  the  advice  of  the  corporation  counsel  on  legal  questions  that 
have  been  presented  to  the  board  as  to  the  assessment  of  various 
classes  of  wealth,  or  as  to  exemptions  contemplated  in  the  law. 
Although  it  is  understood  that  a suit  has  been  filed  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  will  involve  various  points 
in  the  intangible  personal  property  tax  law,  and  although  there  are 
several  questions  of  construction  that  have  been  troublesome,  still 
it  is  believed  that  the  opinions  of  the  corporation  counsel  and  the 
rulings  of  the  board  have  interpreted  the  law  in  a way  that  seems 
fair  and  just  to  the  public.  Many  mooted  questions  have  been  settled 
and  the  act  has  been  supplemented  by  a series  of  printed  explana- 
tions that  place  it  i pon  a sound  working  basis. 

The  exemption  of  educational  and  charitable  institutions,  of  shares 
of  stocks  of  local  concerns,  of  bank  stock,  of  State  and  municipal 
bonds,  and  minor  cases  where  the  law  was  not  explicit  or  omitted  to 
mention  directly  as  to  exemption,  have  been  considered  and  allowed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  tax  levied  for  the  various 
years  under  the  act  of  July  1,  1902',  for  the  assessment  of  personal 
property: 


Tangible  personal  property, 
at  1.5  per  cent. 

Tax  on  pub- 
lic service 
corporations, 

Year. 

Value. 

Tax. 

banks,  etc. 
Per  cent 
on  gross 
earnings. 

Total. 

1903 

$14, 872, 536. 00 

15.932.894. 00 

17.624.805.00 

18.806.096. 00 

20. 700. 403. 00 
22, 402, 990.  00 

23. 182.110.00 
25,192,361.  00 
27, 550, 662.  00 

29. 609. 766. 00 
32, 122, 407.  00 
32, 319, 713.  00 

34.530. 823.00 

35.041.985.00 

38.316.667.00 

43.140.336.00 

$223,095. 49 
238,993,56 
264,373. 08 
282,091.47 

$340, 437.57 

$563,533.06 

1904 

398, 422  05 

637,415. 61 

1905 

401, 875. 12 

666,248.20 

1906 

442, 243. 22 

724,334. 69 

1907 

310, 506. 06 

495,181.94 

805, 688. 00 

1908 

336,044. 85 

527,837.  25 

853,882.10 

1909 

352, 100. 50 

567,352.  78 

919,453.  28 

1910 

377,885.41 
413, 259.  93 
444,  146.  49 

629, 137. 00 
676, 280.  86 

1,007,022.41 

1911 

1,089,510.79 

1912 

687,799.14 

1,131,945.63 

1913 

481, 836. 11 
481,795.  70 

713, 219. 19 

1,195,055. 30 

1914 

745, 296. 17 

1,230,091.87 

1915  

517,962.35 
! 525, 629. 77 

574, 750. 01 
647, 105.  04 

757,864. 96 
792, 712. 95 

1,275,827.  31 

1916 

1,318,342. 72 

1917 

796, 624. 90 

1,371,374. 91 

1918 

835, 181. 95 

1,482,286.99 

Tax  on  intangible  property  for  1918 

Grand  total  for  1918 

..  $890,779.39 
..  2,373,066.38 
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BIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

Under  the  requirement  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  September 
1,  1916  (Public  No.  250),  this  office  is  engaged  in  the  biennial  assess- 
ment of  real  estate.  The  work  will  be  finished  and  open  for  inspec- 
tion on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1919,  and  will  be  subject  to 
appeal  till  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1919. 

Abnormal  conditions,  due  to  the  necessities  of  war,  boosts  the 
selling  price  of  certain  desirable  properties  and  has  had  a depressing 
effect  on  the  sale  of  vacant  land,  especially  acreage  tracts. 

The  board  of  assessors  have  to  weigh  carefully  this  condition  in 
making  their  new  assessment,  as  the  first  consideration  is  the  equali- 
zation of  taxation  following  the  requirement  of  law  that  the  assess- 
ment shall  be  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  true  value. 

Sales  of  certain  properties  have  indicated  an  enormous  advance  in 
selling  price,  as  shown  by  examples  herein  submitted,  but  these  can 
not  be  held  to  indicate  true  value  any  more  than  auction  sales  indi- 
cate true  value,  as  they  belong,  in  a measure,  to  a class  of  forced 
purchases.  The  selling  value  of  property  previous  to  the  declaration 
of  war,  together  with  a certain  allowance  for  the  probable  condition 
of  the  market  after  a number  of  years,  will  have  to  be  the  clew  for 
present  value. 

Although  the  majority  of  vacapt  land  is  almost  without  a market 
at  the  present  time,  still  its  value  rests  on  its  probable  use  several 
years  hence,  and  any  sale  from  necessity  now  would  be  a misfortune 
to  the  owner.  The  board  has  been  led,  therefore,  to  make  little,  if 
any  change  in  land  value  assessment. 

Under  the  act  of  .1894  (28  Stats.,  282),  the  annual  assessment  of 
new  structures  and  additions  was  completed  in  July,  1917,  and  added 
to  the  general  assessment  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  the  total  assess- 
ment of  the  new  improvements  being  a little  over  $6,000,000,  as 
against  nearly  $9,000,000  for  the  previous  year.  Building  operations 
for  private  parties  are  almost  at  a standstill,  and  next  year  will,  no 
doubt,  show  a further  decrease  in  the  addition  of  new  buildings. 

The  decrease  in  the  building  of  dwelling  properties  brought  about 
by  the  great  advance  in  the  cost  of  labor  and  material,  together  with 
the  extraordinary  growth  in  the  population  of  the  District  during 
the  past  year,  has  naturally  resulted  in  a big  increase  in  the  selling 
price  for  such  properties. 

It  is  obvious,  too,  that  to  give  full  weight  to  war  prices  in  building 
material  and  labor  would  raise  the  assessment  value  of  nearly  every 
home  in  the  District,  both  large  and  small,  and  put  a price  on  it  far 
above  what  could  be  obtained  even  in  the  present  market. 

The  dwellings  erected  during  the  past  year  have  been  selling  at  an 
advance  of  from  10  to  25  per  cent,  and  the  purchasers  of  some  of  the 
speculative  houses  secured  by  them  within  the  last  few  years,  have 
been  able  to  dispose  of  them  at  a considerable  profit. 

The  assessors  were  confronted  with  the  choice  of  two  propositions, . 
either  to  appraise  the  dwellings  at  the  abnormal  prices  created  by 
the  war,  or  at  what  they  considered  would  be  a fair  value  under 
normal  conditions.  They  adopted  the  latter  course,  and  while  some 
of  the  sales  of  moderately  priced  houses  are  as  much  as  $1,500  to 
$2,000  above  the  basis  of  the  assessment,  and  as  much  as  several 
thousand  dollars  above  the  basis  of  the  assessment  on  the  more 
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expensive  homes,  yet  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  assessors  that  the 
readjustment  of  values  after  the  war  will  show  their  appraisals  to 
be  fair. 

To  better  illustrate  the  condition  that  exists  in  the  market  for 
dwelling  properties,  your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  sales 
scattered  throughout  the  suburban  area  showing  the  prices  paid  for 
speculative  houses  and  the  price  for  which  they  were  again  sold 
within  a short  time. 

Connecticut  Avenue  Terrace. — Square  1748,  dwelling  purchased  in  October,  1917,  for 
$8,750;  sold  in  April,  1918,  for  $10,500. 

Clievy  Chase  Heights. — Square  1856,  dwelling  purchased  in  October,  1917,  for  $8,400; 
sold  in  June,  1918,  for  $11,800. 

Chevy  Chase  Terrace.- — Square  1870,  dwelling  purchased  in  September,  1916,  for 
$6,700;  sold  in  June,  1918,  for  $10,500. 

Chevy  Chase  Grove. — Square  2022,  dwelling  purchased  in  March,  1917,  for  $6,250; 
sold  in  May,  1918,  for  $7,300. 

Quincy  Street  near  Thirteenth  Street  NW. — Square  2825,  dwelling  purchased  in 
October,  1916,  for  $5,000;  sold  in  April,  1918,  for  $6,000. 

Piney  Branch  and  Blagden  Mill  Roads. — Square  2715,  dwelling  purchased  in  Novem- 
ber, 1916,  for  $14,000;  sold  in  March,  1918,  for  $21,000. 

Petworth. — Square  3226,  dwelling  purchased  in  May,  1917,  for  $5,250;  sold  in  May, 
1918,  for  $6,250. 

Square  3232,  dwelling  purchased  in  July,  1914,  for  $6,250;  sold  in  April,  1918,  for 
$7,500. 

Brookland. — Square  3872,  d welling  purchased  in  January,  1917,  for  $4,250;  sold  in 
May,  1918,  for  $6,850. 


GARAGE  AND  WAREHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION. 

This  office  has  been  making  a special  investigation  of  garage  and 
warehouse  construction  with  a view  of  classifying  the  various  types 
and  showing  the  average  cost  per  cubic  foot.  Before  satisfactory 
results  could  be  obtained  the  cost  of  labor  and  material  was  suddenly 
subjected  to  an  abnormal  advance  by  the  war.  We  had  made  some 
progress,  however,  before  prices  were  disturbed,  and  the  following 
factors  were  found  to  be  a fair  guide  to  the  cost  per  cubic  foot  of  the 
several  types  of  garages  and  warehouses  enumerated  below. 


Garages : Cents . 

Small  private  garages,'  brick  or  concrete 8-10 

Public  garages,  1 and  2 stories,  ordinary  construction . 9-10 


Public  garages,  2 or  more  stories,  elevator,  first-class  construction 11-14 

Warehouses : 

Brick,  1 and  2 stories,  unsubdivided  space,  loft  construction 7-8 

Keinforced  concrete,  or  brick  and  reinforced  concrete,  2 stories,  ordinary 

construction 9-12 

Reinforced  concrete,  or  brick  and  reinforced  concrete,  3 or  more  stories, 
elevator,  first-class  construction 12-16 


VAULT  RENTALS. 

Section  7 of  the  District  appropriation  bill,  approved  September  1, 
1916,  provides: 

That  hereafter  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  authorized  and 
directed  to  assess  and  collect  rent  from  all  users  of  space  occupied  under  the  sidewalks 
and  streets  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  said  space  is  occupied  or  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  business  of  said  users. 

The  total  assessment  for  vault  space  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30,  1918,  amounted  to  $4,562,493,  the  amount  of  rental  being 
$23,198.47.  Upon  completion,  the  assessment  roll  was  transmitted 
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to  the  collector  of  taxes  for  the  preparation  of  bills  and  the  collection 
thereof,  as  provided  by  existing  law. 

In  April,  1917,  the  corporation  counsel  entered  into  a tentative 
arrangement  with  counsel  representing  the  Retail  Merchants’  Asso- 
ciation and  others,  whereby  rentals  due  for  the  use  of  vault  space 
should  be  paid  into  a trust  fund  pending  the  outcome  of  a test  case. 
The  case  has  been  argued  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  before  Justice  Hitz,  but  a decision  has  not  as  yet  been 
rendered. 

In  the  event  that  the  court  upholds  the  contention  of  the  District 
Commissioners  as  to  the  legality  of  this  law,  it  is  recommended  that 
the  last  eight  words  of  section  7 be  stricken  out  and  the  following 
inserted  in  lieu  thereof,  that  the  collection  of  rentals  may  proceed 
in  a more  satisfactory  manner  than  heretofore : 

By  the  owner  or  his  agent  or  lessee  in  connection  with  the  premises  abutting  thereon. 
That  all  rentals  for  vault  space  shall  be  due  and  payable  in  the  month  of  November 
of  each  year  and  shall  be  a,  lien  upon  the  lot,  subdivisional  lot,  or  parcel  of  land  abutting 
on  said  vault  space  for  which  it  is  due;  and  said  rental  shall  be  assessed  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  District  of  Columbia  as  a tax  against  said  land  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  30  days  after  said  rental  becomes  due  and  remains  unpaid,  and  such 
tax  shall  be  carried  on  the  regular  tax  rolls  of  the  said  District  of  Columbia  and  col- 
lected in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  penalties  for  nonpayment  as  general 
taxes  on  real  estate  in  said  District  are  collected. 

DESIGNATION  OF  CITY  PROPERTY  FOR  TAXATION  PURPOSES. 

On  March  3,  1899,  Congress  passed  an  act  (Public  No.  221)  to 
distinctively  designate  parcels  of  land  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for 
purposes  of  assessment  and  taxation.  The  act  did  not  carry  with  it 
any  appropriation,  so  that  nothing  was  done  along  the  lines  contem- 
plated until  1905,  when  an  act  was  passed  for  dealing  with  county 
property  only.  The  system  of  designating  county  property  was 
put  into  effect  on  November  1,  1906,  and  the  results  have  been 
highly  beneficial  in  simplifying  the  assessment  of  property  and 
affording  a ready  reference  for  dealing  with  all  property  within  the 
county.  Since  that  date,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  a few  squares 
in  the  city,  where  they  have  become  badly  involved  through  transfers 
by.  metes  and  bounds,  have  been  given  new  numbers  under  the  act 
of  1899,  but  most  of  the  city  is  still  assessed  by  the  old  method  of 
parts  of  lots,  which  has  resulted  in  confusion  in  making  up  both  the 
ledgers  and  bills. 

By  reason  of  additional  clerical  help  from  Congress,  this  office  has 
been  enabled  to  make  a satisfactory  beginning  toward  the  completion 
and  recording  of  maps  for  the  city,  covering  both  the  old  city  and 
what  was  formerly  Georgetown. 

About  the  1st  of  October,  1916,  Mr.  C.  M.  Davis,  assistant  assessor, 
was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  making  new  plats  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, including  Georgetown,  and  renumbering  all  parts  of  lots 
and  combination  of  lots  representing  one  distinct  property,  which 
plats,  after  being  put  in  proper  shape  by  the  draftsmen,  are  to  be 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  made  a permanent  record  for  assessment  and  taxation  purposes 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  pencil  drawings  made  by  Mr. 
Davis  were  finished  for  all  the  1,301  squares  about  the  1st  of  June, 
1918.  The  draftsmen  in  the  office  began  making  the  official  draw- 
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ings  for  record  about  November  15,  1917,  and  have  completed  632 
squares  to  date,  450  of  which  have  been  compared  and  are  ready  to 
forward  to  the  surveyor  for  record.  The  remaining  850  squares 
will  be  compared  and  made  ready  for  record  as  rapidly  as  possible 
after  completion  by  the  draftsmen.  As  the  draftsmen  can  only  do 
this  work  at  intervals  between  their  regular  routine  work  of  the  office, 
it  will  require  about  130  workdays  to  complete  it,  unless  an  addi- 
tional draftsman  is  assigned  to  the  work,  in  which  case  it  could  proba- 
bly be  completed  in  December  next.  When  this  work  is  completed 
it  will  greatly  simplify  the  work  of  this  office  as  well  as  that  of  the 
collector  of  taxes,  and  will  enable  the  taxpayer  to  recognize  his 
property  at  a glance  without  having  to  figure  out  the  metes  and  bounds 
from  his  deed. 

It  is  desired  to  have  these  maps  finally  completed  and  recorded 
with  the  surveyor  coincident  with  the  completion  of  the  new  biennial 
assessment,  and  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  lithograph  copies  made 
of  the  same  for  use  of  the  office,  as  well  as  for  distribution,  as  such 
maps  would  be  needed  by  several  departments  of  the  District  service. 
An  appropriation  of  $2,000  would  cover  the  cost  of  such  work. 

WATER  MAIN  TAX  DIVISION. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  the  water  main  tax 
division  levied  assessments  in  the  amount  of  $21,239.07,  or  $29,479.17 
less  than  last  year.  This  decrease  was  due  to  the  scarcity  of  labor, 
and  the  inability  of  the  water  department  to  obtain  material.  The 
collections  follow: 

Current  tax  accounts,  $28,753.95;  tax  sales,  March  19,  1918, 
$3,768.16;  interest,  $2,127.35;  total,  $34,649.46. 

About  531  notices  were  delivered,  and  10,286  tax  certificates  re- 
ceived the  attention  of  this  office. 

Attention  is  again  invited  to  the  fact  that  this  division  is  required 
to  note  pending  assessments  on  all  tax  certificates.  The  work  would 
be  greatly  facilitated  if  the  office  was  furnished  with  notification  of 
all  proposed  work  and  abandoned  projects. 

TRANSFERS  AND  SALES  OF  PROPERTY. 

During  the  past  year  this  office  has  entered  data  relating  to  the 
transfer  of  7,736  pieces  of  property.  One  clerk  is  employed  con- 
tinually in  examining  deeds  in  the  land  records  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  (recorder  of  deeds  office)  and  a short  reference  or  brief  of 
each  transfer  is  entered  on  loose  leaves,  afterwards  being  perma- 
nently bound  in  book  form  which  become  transfer  books  of  ready 
reference.  This  permanent  record  becomes  of  use  in  three  ways. 
First,  it  furnishes  a description  of  the  transfer  which  is  noted  on  the 
numerical  cards,  filed  by  block,  lot,  or  parcel  number;  second,  it  is  the 
basis  for  preparing  all  ledgers  which  are  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order,  giving  the  names  of  the  property  owners,  and  from  which  all 
real  estate  tax  bills  are  made;  third,  it  is  the  source  of  information 
as  to  sales  of  property  and  is  used  by  the  field  men  in  their  quest  for 
the  true  consideration. 
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FIELD  WORK. 

A field  force  of  5 men,  designated  to  aid  in  the  assessment  of  real 
estate,  have  prepared  cards  showing  the  transfer  of  nearly  8,000 
pieces  of  propert}^  during  the  past  year,  and  out  of  this  number  have 
found  about  2,500  where  the  transactions  have  been  a money  con- 
sideration. The  true  amounts  paid  for  these  properties  have  been 
obtained  either  from  the  seller,  purchaser,  or  agent.  The  same  force 
has  also  been  employed  during  the  past  year  in  measuring  and  obtain- 
ing the  cubic  contents  of  buildings,  principally  in  the  business  section, 
and  ascertaining  the  rents  and  Teases  of  certain  classes  of  property, 
and  in  preparing  data  in  book  form  to  be  used  by  the  assessors  in  the 
annual  and  biennial  assessment  of  real  estate. 


SUMMARY. 

The  office  has  prepared  28  assessment  ledgers,  giving  a complete 
record  of  all  taxable  real  and  personal  property  within  the  District 
of  Columbia.  The  accounts  in  these  ledgers  are  arranged  alphabeti- 
cally, and  at  a glance  anyone  may  ascertain  the  amount  of  real  estate 
or  personal  property  owned  by  an  individual,  corporation,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  office  recently  completed  a new  set  of 
assessment  books.  This  set  consists  of  4 volumes,  the  property  being 
listed  according  to  square  and  lot  number.  After  each  lot  the  area 
thereof  is  given,  together  with  the  rate  of  assessment,  the  assessed 
valuation  of  ground  and  improvements,  and  the  name  of  the  record 
owner.  The  data  contained  in  these  books  is  invaluable  to  the  office 
as  a ready  reference,  and  copies  are  now  being  prepared  by  the  pub- 
lisher for  sale  to  the  public. 

ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 

In  compliance  with  the  commissioners’  order  of  July  17,  1918,  a 
committee,  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the  assessor,  and  the  collector 
of  taxes,  prepared  and  submitted,  on  August  24,  1918,  a statement  of 
the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (exclusive  of  the 
revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June  30, 
1920.  The  estimate  is  as  follows; 


Realty  taxes $6,  300,  000 

Personal  taxes: 

Tangible 1,600,000 

Intangible 850,000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 500 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 60, 000 

Assessment  and  permit  work 80,  000 

Paving  roadways  (Borland  amendment) 30, 000 

Park  improvements ; . 2,  000 

Street  extensions,  assessments,  and  interest: 

Full \ 50,000 

One-half 5,000 

Dog  taxes 14,000 

Fees: 

Surveyor 5, 000 

Superintendent  of  weights,  measures,  and  markets 3,  500 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters 1,  000 

Tax  certificates 2,  500 

Municipal  court 15,000 

Dog  pound 500 

Recorder  of  deeds  and  register  of  wills  (surplus  fees) 10, 100 

Court  of  appeals  (surplus  fees) 2, 000 

Public  crematorium 400 
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Fines: 

Police  court $150,  000 . 

Juvenile  court 400 

Permits : 

Sewer  and  gas 2, 000 

Water  service . 1,  000 

Health  department 300 

Building  department 10,  000 

Electrical  department 3,  000 

Railing  permits 200 

Licenses: 

Insurance  licenses  and  tax ' 125,  000 

Engineers  and  plumbers 150 

Miscellaneous 110,000 

Motor  and  horse-drawn  vehicles  (tags) 175,  000 

Rents : 

Markets 20,000 

Fish  wharves 5,  000 

Street  terminal  buildings  and  wharves 12,  000 

Vault  spaces 8,  000 

Public  convenience  stations 2,  500 

Board  and  maintenance  of  insane  patients 10,  000 

Railway  tax,  highway  bridge : 9, 000  * 

Advertising  taxes  in  arrears 2,  500 

Workhouse  sales 15,000 

Motor- vehicle  operators 30, 000 

Miscellaneous 5, 050 


Total 9,547,800 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and  dog 

taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds 180,000 

Total  available 9,  367,  800 

In  the  appendix  I have  given  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  1920. 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 
The  Commissioners  of  District  of  Columbia. 


Appendix. 

Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1920. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 

1 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate.  , 

Appro- 

priated, 

1919. 

Esti- 

mated, 

1920. 

W.  P.  Richards. . 

Assessor 

$3,500 

9,000 

$3, 500 
9,000 

A.  McKenzie,  W.  L.  Beale,  E.  W. 

3 assistant  assessors,  at  $3,000  each 

Oyster. 

R.  J.  Jones 

Assistant  assessor,  at  $2,000 

2,000 

10,000 

2,000 

10,000 

C.  M.  Davis,  F.  A.  Gunther,  F.  D. 
Allen,  L.  S.  Johnson,  C.  H.  Stone. 

5 field  men,  at  $2,000  each 

A.  L.  Chenev 

Record  clerk,  at  $1,800 

1,800 
1 3,000 

1,200 
4, 200 

1.800 

B.  K.  Winchell,  E.  B.  Fletcher  

2 record  clerks,  at  $1,500  each 1 

3;  000 
1,200 

D.  W.  Fleming  

Record  clerk,  at  $1,200 

R.  Hamilton,  K.  W.  Humphries, 

3 clerks,  at  $1,400  each.  

4,200 

Lydie  Addison. 

K.  C.  Berry  

Clerk 

1,200 

1,200 

11.  A.  Darneille;  Henry  Naylor, 
Clara  Santelman,  D.  M.  Cridler, 

5 clerks  (including  1 in  charge  of  records),  at 
$1,000  each. 

5,000 

G.  L.  Schooler. 

H.  A.  Darneille,  Henry  Naylor, 
Clara  Santelman,  D.  M.  Cridler. 

4 clerks,  at  $1,000  each  

4,000 

G.  L.  Schooler  is  now  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  collector  of  taxes,  and  her 
salary  will  be  provided  for  in  the  estimates 
to  be  submitted  by  that  office. 

H.  W.  Davidson 

900 

900 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1920 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 


Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 


Appro- 

priated, 

1919. 

Esti- 

mated, 

1920. 

$720 

$900 

1, 600 

1,800 

2,400 

3,000 

2, 400 

2.400 

900 

900 

600 

900 

1,500 

1.500 

900 

900 

600 

900 

500 

500 

A.  W.  Herndon. . 

W.  H.  De  Shields 

Harry  B.  Reed,  — 
Harry  B.  Reed,  — 


15.  E.  Fisher. 


F.  E.  Hickerson,  G.  C.  Locke 

Ethel  E.  Fogarty 

R.  E.  Nelson 

A.  F.Entwisle 

W.J.  North 

David  S.  Fegan 


j Clerk 

This  salary  is  not  commensurate  with  the  I 
! service  rendered,  and  the  small  increase  j 
recommended  is  not  more  than  the  amount  ! 
which  this  position  should  pay. 

! Draftsman j 

It  is  the  experience  of  the  office  that  the 
services  of  a competent  draftsman  and  com- 
puter can  not  be  retained  at  less  than  $1,800. 

j 2 draftsmen,  at  $1,200  each 

! 2 draftsmen,  at  $1,500  each 

1 It  is  exceedingly  difficu  It  to  retain  the  serv- 

ices of  a draftsman  or  a computer  for  $1,200  per 
annum.  The  2 men  now  holding  these  posi- 
tions have  had  considerable  experience  and 
their  service  to  this  office  is  certainly  worth 
the  salary  recommended. 

2 stenographers  and  typewriters,  at  $1,200 each 

Assistant  or  clerk 

Messenger 

This  salary  is  not  commensurate  with  the 
service  rendered  and  the  small  increase  rec- 
ommended is  not  more  than  the  amount 
which  this  position  should  pay. 

Clerk  to  board  of  assistant  assessors 

Vault  clerk 

Messenger  and  driver 

This  salary  is  not  commensurate  with  the 
service  rendered  and  the  small  increase  rec- 
ommended is  not  more  than  the  amount 
which  this  position  should  pay. 

Temporary  clerk  hire ! 

Statement  required  by  sec.  10  of  sundry  ! 
civil  act  approved  Aug.  1,  1914. 


Expended,  1918. 

1 clerk,  at  $5  per  diem. 

4 clerks,  at  $4  per  diem. 

2 clerks,  at  $3  per  diem. 

1 clerk,  at  $2.50  per  diem . 
Salaries,  $497. 


Estimated,  1920. 

1 clerk,  $80  per  month. 

Salaries,  $500. 

Clerk 

This  position  should  be  created  for  the 
transfer  of  E . E . Fisher,  clerk  in  charge  of  the 
water  main  tax  division  of  this  office,  Mr. 
Fisher  now  being  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
water  department.  It  is  not  believed  that 
this  is  a proper  charge  against  the  water  de- 
partment for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Fisher’s 
duties  consist  entirely  of  levying  assessments 
for  water  mains  and  he  is  under  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  assessor. 

1 automobile,  5-passenger  touring  car 

1 automobile,  runabout 

Care  and  maintenance  of  above  cars 

One  of  these  machines  is  needed  by  the 
personal  tax  division  of  this  office  for  the  use 
of  the  appraisers  in  making  assessments,  and 
also  for  the  use  of  the  inspectors,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  list  all  personal  property  subject  to 
taxation.  The  other  car  is  needed  by  the 
field  men  who  act  as  aids  to  the  board  of  real 
estate  assessors  in  gathering  data  relative  to 
the  sale  price,  rental,  etc.,  of  real  estate  hold- 
ings. The  acquisition  of  these  machines  is 
imperative,  as  under  present  conditions  it 
is  practically  impossible  for  our  men  to  cover 
their  territory  within  the  limited  time  pro- 
vided bv  law.  If  these  machines  are  ob- 
tained the  office  will  dispose  of  the  2 horses 
now  in  use,  which  will  be  a saving  of  $780  per 
annum,  the  amount  now  charged  for  forage. 


1,200 


1,500 

1.200 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  SO,  1920 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 


Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 


Appro- 

priated, 


Esti- 

mated, 


For  lithographing  and  binding  office  maps 

These  maps  are  now  in  the  course  of  prep- 
aration and  show  the  renumbering  of  all  parts 
of  lots  and  combination  of  lots  representing 
one  distinct  property.  Each  lot  in  the  city 
will  hereafter  have  a separate  and  distinct 
number,  the  same  system  being  adopted  as 
that  employed  some  years  ago  in  renumber- 
ing county  property.  The  lithograph  maps 
are  needed  m order  to  acquaint  other  offices 
in  the  Eistrict  Building  with  the  changes 
that  have  been  made. 


Total 

“Alternate  lump-sum  estimate  to  provide  for 
increases  in  annual  salaries, as  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Eistrict  of  Columbia  may  con- 
sider advisable.’’ 


$53, 920 


$2,000 


61,200 

2,780 


SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT  OFFICE. 


J.  W.Eaniel 

Augustus  Willige,  F.  M.  Langston, 
M.  C.  Fitzgerald. 

J.  G.  Scheitlin 

W.  Moten 


PERSONAL  TAX  BOARD. 


Special  assessment  clerk. 
3 clerks,  at  $1,200  each. . . 


2,000 

3,600 


2,000 

3,600 


Clerk 

Clerk 

This  salary  is  not  commensurate  with  the 
service  rendered  and  the  small  increase 
recommended  is  not  more  than  the  amount 
which  this  position  should  pay. 

Clerk,  at  $1,600 

The  act  of  Congress  which  provides  that 
assessments  shall  be  levied  against  abutting 
property  for  the  paving  of  roadways,  com- 
monly known  as  the  Borland  Amendment, 
has  considerably  increased  the  work  in  the 
special  assessment  division  of  this  office. 
No  additional  help  has  been  given  this 
branch  of  the  o Tice  during  the  past  few  years, 
although  the  general  w ork  has  increased  to 
some  extent.  The  work  of  levying  special 
assessments  is  of  a technical  nature  and 
reauires  the  attention  of  clerks  who  are 
thoroughly  familiar  w ith  assessment  records. 

Total 

“Alternate  lump-sum  estimate  to  provide  for 
increases  in  annual  salaries,  as  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Eistrict  of  Columbia  may 
consider  advisable.” 


900 

750 


7,250 


900 

900 


1,600 


9,000 

1,750 


B.  F.  Adams,  C.  A.  Russell. 


2 assistant  assessors  of  personal  taxes,  at  $3,000 


6,000 


6,000 


D.  H.  Edwards 

C.  S.  Cotton 

G.  W.  Eopkins 

C.  D.  Clayton,  M.  G.  Granville. 


1 assistant  assessor  of  personal  taxes,  at  $3, CC0 . 

The  board  of  real  estate  assessors  is  made 
up  of  three  men,  while  the  board  of  personal 
tax  assessors  consists  of  but  2 men.  Since 
the  enactment  of  legislation  providing  for 
the  assessment  of  intangible  personal  prop- 
erty, the  personal  tax  levy  has  been  in- 
creased 50  per  cent,  and  the  amount  of  work 
has  increased  proportionately.  The  office 
has  recommended  that  the  period  for  filing 
appeals  from  personal  tax  assessments  be 
brought  forward  1 month,  thus  cutting  down 
the  time  allowed  for  making  appraisements. 
It  is  practically  impossible  for  2 assessors  to 
perform  their  work  within  this  limited  time, 
with  added  duties. 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

Clerk 

Assistant  clerk 

2 inspectors,  at  $1,200  each 

Extra  clerk  hire 

Statement  required  by  sec.  10  of  sundry 
civil  act  approved  Aug.  1, 1914. 


1,800 

1.400 

1,000 

2. 400 

2,000 


3,000 


1,800 

1.400 

1,000 

2. 400 

2,000 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  20,  1920 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 


Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 


Appro-  Esti- 
priated,  mated, 


1919. 


1920. 


Expended,  1918. 


3 clerks,  at  $4  per  diem. 

4 clerks,  at  $3  per  diem. 

2 clerks,  at  $2.50  per  diem. 
4 clerks,  at  $2  per  diem. 
Salaries,  $2,000. 


Estimated,  1920. 


INTANGIBLE  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 


1 clerk,  at  $100  per  month. 
1 clerk,  at  $80  per  month. 
Salaries,  $2,000. 


A.  Williams,  G.  D.  Holmes 

E.  B.  Wood,  Emmett  Hines,  D.  R. 
Prettyman,  W.  W.  Dent,  L.  O. 
Mallory. 


2 clerks,  at  $1,500  each 

5 inspeetprs,  at  $1,200  each 


$3, 000  $3, 000 

6,000  6,000 


Clerk  to  board  of  personal  tax  appraisers 

2 clerks,  at  $1,200  each 

Total 

“Alternate  lump-sum  estimate  to  provide  for 
increases  in  annual  salaries,  as  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  District  of  Columbia  may  con- 
sider advisable.” 


1,800 
2, 400 


27,800 


1,800 
2, 400 


30,800 


3,000 


Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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